
Agreement on New EU Groundwater Directive EU Policy

254
© 2006 ecomed publishers (Verlagsgruppe Hüthig Jehle Rehm GmbH), D-86899 Landsberg and Tokyo • Mumbai • Seoul • Melbourne • Paris

J Soils Sediments 66666 (4) 254 (2006)

EU Policy

Agreement on New EU Groundwater Directive

Philippe Quevauviller

European Commission, DG Environment (philippe.quevauviller@ec.europa.eu)

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1065/jss2006.10.184

(2005): MODELKEY – Models for assessing and forecasting
the impact of environmental key pollutants on freshwater and
marine ecosystems and biodiversity. Environ Sci Pollut Res 12
(5) 252–256

Bridges C, Little E, Gardiner D, Petty J, Huckins J (2004): As-
sessing the toxicity and teratogenicity of pond water in north-
central Minnesota to amphibians. Environ Sci Pollut Res 11,
233–239

Bueno M, Fillat ME, Strasser RJ, Maldonado-Rodriguez R, Ma-
rina N, Smienk H, Gomez-Moreno C, Barja F (2004): Effects
of lindane on the photosynthetic apparatus of the cyanobacte-
rium Anabaena – Fluorescence induction studies and immuno-
localization of ferredoxin-NADP+ reductase. Environ Sci
Pollut Res 11, 98–106

Charkhabi AH, Sakizadeh M, Rafiee G (2005): Seasonal fluc-
tuation in heavy metal pollution in Iran's Siahroud River.
Environ Sci Pollut Res 12, 264–270

Gerth J, Foerstner U (2004): Long-term forecast: Key to ground-
water protection. Environ Sci Pollut Res 11 (1) 49–56

Iesce MR, Cermola F, Graziano ML, Montella S, di Gioia L,
Isidori M (2004): Sensitized photooxygenation of the fungi-
cide furalaxyl. Environ Sci Pollut Res 11, 222–226

Iesce MR, della Greca M, Cermola F, Rubino M, Isidori M, Pas-
carella L (2006): Transformation and ecotoxicity of carbamic
pesticides in water. Environ Sci Pollut Res 13, 105–109

Kromer T, Ophoff H, Stork A, Fuehr F (2004): Photodegradation
and volatility of pesticides – Chamber experiments. Environ
Sci Pollut Res 11, 107–120

Lammel G, Leip A (2005): Formation of nitrate and sulfate in
the plume of Berlin. Environ Sci Pollut Res 12 (4) 213–220

Miglioranza KSB, Aizpun de Moreno JE, Moreno VJ (2004):
Land-based sources of marine pollution: Organochlorine pes-
ticides in stream systems. Environ Sci Pollut Res 11, 227–232

Schoenmuth BW, Pestemer W (2004): Dendroremediation of trini-
trotoluene (TNT) Part 1: Literature overview and research
concept. Environ Sci Pollut Res 11, 273–278

Trapp S (2004): Plant uptake and transport models for neutral
and ionic chemicals. Environ Sci Pollut Res 11, 33–39

Turgut C (2005): Uptake and modeling of pesticides by roots
and shoots of parrotfeather (Myriophyllum aquaticum).
Environ Sci Pollut Res 12, 342–346

Vighi M, Finizio A, Villa S (2006): The evolution of the environ-
mental quality concept: From the US EPA red book to the
European Water Framework Directive. Environ Sci Pollut Res
13 (1) 9–14

Zhang C, Wang L, Wu F, Deng N (2006): Quantitation of hy-
droxyl radicals from photolysis of Fe(III)-citrate complexes
in aerobic water. Environ Sci Pollut Res 13, 156–160

An agreement has been reached on 17th October 2006 be-
tween the European Parliament and the Council on the Eu-
ropean Commission proposal of 2003 for a new directive to
protect ground water from pollution1. This new groundwater
directive stems from the Water Framework Directive of 20002,
which aims to ensure good environmental status of all inland
waters in the EU. Due to the need to set out detailed provi-
sions, the Commission had asked for groundwater protec-
tion to be tackled separately in a 'Daughter Directive'.

Member States will be required to monitor and assess
groundwater quality on the basis of common criteria and to
identify and reverse any persistent upward trends in ground-
water pollution. This new directive sets Community quality
standards for groundwater with respect to the important
pollutants nitrates and pesticides and creates the framework
necessary for setting any further standards in the future. It
introduces a mixed regime – on one hand, compliance to
quality standards and on the other hand, measures to pre-
vent or limit inputs of pollutants into groundwater (preven-
tion for hazardous substances, limitation for non-hazard-
ous pollutants). The Member States will have to establish
some of the groundwater quality standards themselves at
the most appropriate level, taking into account into account
local or regional conditions (e.g. hydrogeology, nature of
topsoil, interactions with associated aquatic and terrestrial
ecosystems, types of pressures, etc.).

In addition to the Water Framework Directive, the ground-
water directive is also related to the Nitrates Directive, the
Landfill Directive and the future Soil Framework Directive.
Together, these Directives make up a framework which paves
the way for improved evaluation of groundwater environ-
mental quality in Europe.

The Council will now produce a final version of the text,
integrating a series of EP amendments and compromise texts.
The formal adoption is expected in early 2007.
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