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1 Due to lack of space in this issue, the Subject Editors and Associ-
ate Subject Editors will be introduced in No. 6 (September edition).

Preamble. As shown in the Editorial 'Scientific Expertise –
The Backbone of Our Journal', ten major subject areas have
been identified for the new Subject Area Framework (see
the front and back inside cover) (Young & Heinrich 2006).
This contribution is the fourth part of a series of editorials,
in which we introduce the new conceptual framework of
ESPR and present the Editors involved as well as an over-
view of recently published papers in the scope of the indi-
vidual subject areas.

As part of the new structure of the journal, the classical
editorial board has been replaced by the new and more tar-
geted concept of the Principal Subject Editor, the Subject
Editor and the Associate Subject Editor. The Principal Sub-
ject Editors are responsible for the development of one of
the ten major Subject Areas, while the Subject Editors' role
is to develop more specific and defined subcategories. Prin-
cipal and Subject Editors both have a key role in soliciting
papers as well as in monitoring trends and developments in
the individual subject areas. The Associate Subject Editors'
main task is to support the Subject Editors.

Following the presentation of Subject Area 1 (Hollert,
Hecker, Xu 2006), Subject Area 2 (Braunbeck 2007), and
Subject Area 3 (Lammel 2007), this editorial introduces Sub-
ject Area 4 'Environmental Education, Science Communi-
cation, Science & Policy, Health Issues', including the re-

sponsible editors1 and the relevant literature from ESPR as
well as from the closely related JSS.

Three articles pertaining to Area 4 are published in this is-
sue (Blunt et al. 2007, Jänsch et al. 2007, Quevauviller 2007).

To show the scope of Area 4, an article published in the
ESPR Special Issue No. 1, 2007 should be mentioned here
as well (Hecker et al. 2007).

The challenges that I have identified in and for Area 4,
including Area 4.1 and 4.3 where I am involved as
Subject Editor:

In the last decade major developments have taken place in
e.g. the USA, Canada, Japan and the EU in the area of chemi-
cals control. Although there are many commonalities, there
are also significant differences in methodologies and ap-
proaches, and the overall progress at which chemicals are
assessed and managed is relatively slow. ESPR should be-
come a scientific platform to exchange views in order to
improve the effectiveness and efficiency in the risk assess-
ment and management of chemicals. Future processes of risk
management should focus on risk communication in an in-
teractive dialogue with all stakeholders and clarification of
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risk assessment policy at all stages. This is important for the
developed countries and especially for the developing coun-
tries, some of which have recently arrived at double digit
figures for economic growth. As such environmental educa-
tion is one of the major challenges ahead.

Where I plan to take actions:

Coverage of chemicals risk assessment and management in-
cluding:

• Providing a communication platform for cost-effective
testing methods and approaches to risk assessment of
chemicals including intelligent testing strategies

• Providing a platform to improve approaches to acceler-
ate risk assessment and risk management approaches.

• Environmental education and capacity building. Many
rapidly new industrializing countries could benefit from
the experiences in the old industrialized countries

• Risk assessors must become aware of their (limited) role
and important responsibilities in the risk management
process.

Areas of interest:

• risk analysis, assessment, management
• science and policy
• education
• communication and information
• health and consumer protection

Curriculum Vitae

Education

1973–1980: Biology at the University of Utrecht
1980: Degree in Biology ((cum laude)
1986: Ph.D. in Science (1986) at the University

of Utrecht

Professional

2007–now: Principal Scientist at TNO Quality of Life,
Zeist, The Netherlands

2002–2007: Director of the Institute for Health and Con-
sumer Protection of the Joint Research Cen-
tre of the European Commission in Ispra, Italy

1992–2005: Professor in environmental toxicology at the
Institute for Risk Assessment Sciences (IRAS)
at the University of Utrecht, The Netherlands

1997–2002: Head of the Chemicals Bureau and deputy di-
rector of the Centre for Substances and Risk
assessment (CSR) at the National Institute of
Public Health and the Environment (RIVM)
at Bilthoven, The Netherlands.

1992–1996: Head of the Risk Assessment and Environ-
mental Quality Division at the Ministry of the
Environment (VROM), The Hague, The
Netherlands

1989–1992: Deputy-head of the chemicals division at
VROM

1987–1989: Senior staff member of the Chemicals Divi-
sion at VROM

1980–1987: Head of the Laboratory for Ecotoxicology of
the Institute for Inland Water Management
and Wastewater Treatment (RIZA) of the
Ministry of Transport and Public Works, Lely-
stad, The Netherlands

1980: Scientist at the Laboratory for Plant Ecology
of the University of Groningen

Memberships (mainly in previous functions):

• OECD Hazard Assessment Advisory Body
• OECD Joint Meeting of the Chemicals Group and Management

Committee
• OECD Steering Group on Existing Chemicals
• International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS)
• Scientific Committee on Toxicology, Ecotoxicology and the Envi-

ronment (CSTEE) of the European Commission
• External Scientific Advisory Committee of the Long-range Re-

search Initiative (LRI) of CEFIC
• Competent Authorities for the Council Regulation on Existing Chemi-

cals European Commission Steering Group on Biotechnology
• European Commission Steering Group on REACH
• European Plant Protection Organization (EPPO)
• Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC)
• International Society of Exposure Analysis (ISEA)
• Member of the Biology Council (Royal Academy of Sciences)
• Dutch Steering Committee on sediment pollution
• Dutch Society for Biology (NIBI)
• Dutch Society for Toxicol-ogy (NVT)
• Dutch Society for Waste Treatment (NVA)
• Dutch Health Council

Professional Experience and Research Fields:

In January 2007, Cornelis Johannes (Kees) van Leeuwen
joined TNO Quality of Life as Principal Scientist after retir-
ing from the European Commission where he was Director
of the Institute for Health and Consumer Protection since
2002. His career started in environmental pollution research
(water pollution caused by pesticides and heavy metals) and
gradually developed into science-policy advice and manage-
ment. It gradually shifted from the national to the interna-
tional level (OECD and EU). He is experienced in managing
complex multi-stakeholder processes in the science-policy
interface on areas of chemicals (e.g. REACh), health and
environment. He has a track-record of putting science into
regulatory practice. He has published over 160 reports and
publications and was promoter of 7 PhD students. He has
edited a book: 'Risk Assessment of Chemicals. An Introduc-
tion' in 1995 together with Joop Hermens (IRAS). A com-
pletely new edition of this book, edited together with Theo
Vermeire (RIVM), and highlighting the developments since
1995 (including REACh), will be published in September.
He has participated in many undergraduate and postgradu-
ate courses in ecotoxicology, risk assessment (e.g. EUSES),
and water pollution control in the Netherlands, Slovenia,
India, Indonesia and Gambia (UNITAR). His research spe-
cialities are in aquatic toxicology, pesticides, heavy metals,
(Q)SARs, priority setting and risk assessment methodolo-
gies for chemicals as well as intelligent testing strategies.
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