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1 Background

The EuCheMS Division of Chemistry and the Environment
was approved originally as a Working Party by EuCheMS
predecessor organisation, the Federation of European Chemi-
cal Societies (FECS), at its General Assembly in Helsinki on
11 June 1976. The initiative came from Professor Dr. Clément
Troyanowsky, then Secrétaire Général of Société de Chimie
Physique in Paris. He convened the first meeting held on 8
December 1976 in Paris and attended by just 5 members.

By 2006 the group has met 45 times, membership has grown
to 38 representing chemical societies in 35 countries in greater
Europe and attendance at the bi-annual meetings has risen
to an average of 20.

In its 30 years the group has had just six Chairmen (Table 1).

Table 1: Chairmen of the EuCheMS DCE from 1976 through 2006

Name Country Dates

C Troyanowsky France 1977 - 84

G J Dickes UK 1984 — 90

A Hackl Austria 1990 - 93

G Mihalyi Hungary 1993 - 96

A A Jensen Denmark 1996 — 2002
P Garrigues France 2002 - present

The Working Party was created a Division of FECS in
Istanbul in 1998 under the Chairmanship of Allan Astrup
Jensen when its current structure and procedures were es-

tablished.

Ten international conferences on Chemistry and the Envi-
ronment have been held and two further ones are planned
(Table 2).

In 2006, the Division organised a satellite Symposium on
Environmental Chemistry to augment the First EuCheMS
International Congress in Budapest and plans to do the same
for the Second Congress in Turin in 2008.

A fruitful collaboration between the Division and the jour-
nal 'Environmental Science and Pollution Research' (ESPR)
was established in 1997. The journal has acted as official
organ for the Division publishing abstracts and papers from
conferences, specialist reviews by Division Members and
reports of meetings from the General Secretary. The journal
also hosts a division website http://www.scientificjournals.
com/sj/espr/EuCheMS where copies of all divisional min-
utes and annual reports are published. Divisional Members
serve on the editorial panel of the journal and advise the
Publisher Editor and Editor in Chief on scientific matters.

There is also a divisional website at http://www.euchems.org/
Divisions/DCE/index.asp

Table 2: International Conferences held by EuCheMS DCE

No. Date Place Title

1 22-26.09.80 Paris/Palaiseau, France Chemical Pathways in the Environment

2 21-24.05.84 Lindau/Lake Constance, Germany Air Pollutants Affecting Plants

3 11-14.07.88 Guildford, UK Risk Assessment of Chemicals in the Environment

4 23-25.08.93 Vienna, Austria The Challenge of Waste

5 15-18.05.95 Budapest, Hungary Pesticide Chemistry for Sustainable Agriculture

6 26-28.08.98 Copenhagen, Denmark Atmospheric Chemistry and Air Pollution

7 27-30.08.00 Porto, Portugal Metal Speciation in the Aquatic Environment

8 01-04.09.02 Athens, Greece Chemistry for a Sustaining World

9 29.08-01.09.04 Bordeaux, France Behaviour of Chemicals in the Environment

10 04-07.09.05 Rimini, Italy The Réle of Chemistry in the Environment: Our Choice Our Life
Planned

11 09-12.09.07 Torun, Poland Chemistry, Environment and Human Activity in Civilization Development
12 15-17.06.09 Stockholm, Sweden Emerging issues on chemicals and the environment
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2 Division Structure 2006
Chairman: PHiLipPE GARRIGUES (France)

General Secretary: Jonn HoLper (UK)

Sub-Committees:

Soil Chemistry and Pollution, headed by Toomas Tenno (Estonia)
Water Chemistry and Pollution headed by Fritz FrRiMvEL (Germany)
Education in Environmental Chemistry headed by Uri ZoLLER (Israel)
Green and Sustainable Chemistry headed by ALLAN ASTRUP JENSEN
(Denmark)

Atmospheric Chemistry and Pollution headed by GerHARD LAMMEL
(Germany)

Chemical Toxicology headed by VaLery PeTROsYAN, (Russia)
Cultural and Heritage Chemistry headed by Luciano MorskeLLi (ltaly)

The full Divisional Committee meets annually and a Steer-
ing Committee comprising the Chairman, Secretary, Sub-
committee Chairs and two nominated members deals
executively with urgent business and meets annually six
months before the Divisional meeting to which it reports.
An International Conference Steering Committee compris-
ing the Chairman, Secretary and organisers of the current
and immediate previous conferences deals with conference
issues and reports to the Division meeting.

3 Aims and Objectives

As a Division of EuCheMS, the DCE contributes towards
the Strategic Aims and Objectives of the Society (see also
http://www.euchems.org/). In addition, the Division has set
down its own objectives and mission in its Procedures and
Practices as follows:

e To represent EuCheMS in matters concerning chemis-
try and the environment, including green/sustainable
chemistry;

e to contribute to the advancement of environmental chem-
istry and chemistry and the environment in the countries
of the national member societies of the EuCheMS;

e to promote and support the co-operation about chemis-
try and the environment issues between the national
chemical societies in Europe and their members;

e to identify important areas in science, technology and
other human activities relevant to chemistry and the en-
vironment, and to stimulate actions in such fields;

e to address aspects of importance in or to chemistry and
the environment, which need regulation, harmonisation,
standardisation or codification, and to make recommen-
dations as appropriate;

e to promote and support the sound application of chem-
istry for assessing and solving environmental issues;

e to enhance knowledge and awareness of the chemistry
of the natural environment;

e to encourage and inform the responsible management
of the impact of anthropogenic chemicals on the envi-
ronment;
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e toencourage co-operation between environmental chem-
ists, in particular within the countries of the member so-
cieties of EuCheMS and other international organisations
such as [TUPAC, ACS, ECTN and ISO;

to liase with other EuCheMS bodies and chemical soci-
eties in other parts of the World concerning chemistry
and the environment;

e to foster close contacts and co-operation of DCE with
the European Commission and other relevant institutions;

e to use its best endeavours to promote the status of envi-
ronmental chemists in general and in the countries of
EuCheMS member societies in particular;

e to safeguard the interests of the chemistry and the envi-
ronment community, especially concerning recognition
and legitimisation in matters of regulation and legisla-
tion as well as decision making in economic and in so-
cial areas;

e to assist and strengthen quality in teaching and training
of environmental chemistry in education and in daily
practice;

e to support the transfer and exchange of knowledge in
the areas of DCE expertise both within Europe and in
non-European countries;

e to hold Chemistry and the Environment Conferences and
other conferences, symposia and workshops;

e to assume a general promotion and co-ordination func-
tions for conferences, Euro-courses and other events re-
lated to chemistry and the environment, and to advocate
EuCheMS support or grant DCE support as appropriate
in agreement with the Constitution of EuCheMS;

e to disseminate information to the wider scientific com-
munity and general public about chemistry and the envi-
ronment and its achievements.

4 Future Plans

In addition to the two international conferences and the sat-
ellite symposium planned, the Division will continue to work
towards the goals of:

— Promoting environmental chemistry to equality of rec-
ognition with the other main branches of chemistry: or-
ganic, physical, inorganic and analytical.

— Encouraging young scientists to enter and make a career
in this most important field to safeguard the future of
the planet.

— Promulgating knowledge across political boundaries to
foster international approaches to international problems
of pollution.

— Influencing opinion-formers in politics, industry and the
media to focus public attention on the real environmen-
tal issues and problems we face.
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