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Many routinely submit Workshop or Conference Reports,
and some frequently submit research manuscripts. More-
over, our Co-editors have recently evaluated the journal in
their article on 'ESPR – A Journal for our Time' [2]. They
highlighted the interdisciplinary nature and originality of
contributions of ESPR. Indeed, one of the important contri-
butions of the journal is the willingness to address contro-
versial issues in environmental science. For example, the
journal has published a number of outstanding papers and a
special issue related to atmospheric diagnostics and the long-
range transport of persistent organic pollutants [3–6]. Over
the last 12 years, the journal has consistently taken the ini-
tiative to publish state of the art information on polychlori-
nated dibenzo-p-dioxins and dibenzofurans [7–10], and on
the integration of environmental data into risk and hazard
assessments [11–14]. The journal has also given attention
to the use of microorganisms and plants to remove toxic
materials from soil [15–18]. More recently, the journal has
published an increasing number of articles on biotechnol-
ogy and the use of genetically modified organisms [19–23].
Although ESPR does not publish medical articles, per se, it
does publish scientific data on human exposure. For example,
occupational exposure to organochlorine compounds [24],
mass-spectrometric patterns of carbon compounds in smok-
er's lung in-situ [25], an update and reflections on expo-
sures following the Chernobyl accident [26], and, assess-
ments of exposure to Agent Orange in Viet Nam [27,28].

Why do authors submit such outstanding manuscripts to
ESPR? The journal is not published by a scientific society,
e.g., the American Chemical Society, or the Society of Envi-
ronmental Toxicology and Chemistry. I believe it has to do
with a number of factors:

• The international approach in combination with the
English language, the 'Lingua Romana' of the modern
scientific community;

• the standards we have set for the journal by publishing
quality research papers whose originality is subjected to
a rigorous peer review process;

• the timeliness (most within 90 days) in publishing the
approved manuscripts; the encouragement that we as edi-
tors give to young researchers and researchers in devel-
oping countries and ermerging nations, such as Egypt,
Iran, and Brazil [29–31];

• the perception given by these researchers of the journal's
acceptance and distribution;

• the impact factor of the journal;

In January 2006, Environmental Science and Pollution
Research will begin its 13th year of publication. It will also
be my time to pass the baton of Editor-in-Chief to an indi-
vidual who I believe will continue to advance the principles
that have been essential to making ESPR a high quality in-
ternational journal with a focus on chemical pollutants and
the associated sciences. I have asked Alvin L. Young to as-
sume the responsibilities and activities of the Editor-in-Chief.
He comes well qualified and prepared for the task.

Dr. Young received his Ph.D. from Kansas State University
in 1968 in the emerging area of environmental toxicology.
He was one of the earliest researchers to evaluate the persis-
tence, environmental fate, and human risk of 2,3,7,8-TCDD.
His career has spanned 36 years as a scientist, science advi-
sor, and scientific director in five different Federal agencies
in the United States, and included academic positions in three
universities. He has authored four books and more than 200
research articles on topics related to toxicology, environ-
mental fate of chemicals, human epidemiology, nutrition,
genetically modified organisms, radiation, and public policy.
He has been an advocate and practitioner of communicat-
ing science and risk assessment to the public. He has served
on the ESPR Editorial Board since the beginning of the jour-
nal (1994), and as a Co-editor for the past two years. He
has published more than 30 articles in ESPR. He is currently
a Visiting Professor with the Institute for Science and Public
Policy, the University of Oklahoma.

As I pass the baton of Editor-in-Chief to Dr. Young, I would
like to reflect upon the history and accomplishments of the
journal, and what I believe is the future of ESPR. When I
launched ESPR as scientific journal, I hoped it would be-
come a medium of communication with both a truly inter-
national and interdisciplinary outlook [1, see also p. 317]. I
recognized that pollutants and other environmental prob-
lems do not stop at political borders. Thus, I envisioned a
global network of regional editors representing a variety of
disciplines who would ensure up-to-date information and
reports on environmental problems, especially those with
issues related to chemical pollutants. As the journal has
evolved, I have not been disappointed in my expectations.

An examination of our Editorial Board on our website (http://
www.scientificjournals.com/sj/espr) confirms the interna-
tional and interdisciplinary approach of the Board. These
men and women have dedicated many hours of their time in
serving roles as peer reviewers (referees) for the journal.
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• and lastly, the journal publishes, in addition to the strictly
scientific papers, topical communications, such as letters
to the editor, book reviews, reports on conferences, work-
shops, and policy and legislative issues within the Euro-
pean Union, the United States, and other countries [32,33].
This extensive modus operandi and its diversity of envi-
ronmental publications have been the major reasons why
ESPR is now the Official Organ of the 'European Asso-
ciation for Chemical and Molecular Sciences – EuCheMS'
(the former Federation of European Chemical Societies
– FECS), Division for Chemistry and the Environment.

In reference to the efforts we make with young researchers
and researchers in developing countries, I have been very
pleased with the initiation of Subject Editors who track the
state-of-the-art in research progress in China. The 'Golden
Age of Science' can be seen in the laboratories and univer-
sities in China, and ESPR is privileged to be publishing many
of its outstanding environmental research papers [34–36].
It is important that ESPR continues to encourage contribu-
tions from scientists and research teams in countries, for
example in Eastern Europe, that have less well-established
infrastructures in the environmental sciences than we in
Western Europe, the United States, or Japan enjoy. Pollu-
tion is a global problem and will not be solved without
parallel development of research. ESPR has promoted ex-
cellence, but not elitism [2].

As noted in the co-editors editorial on ESPR, there is still
need for improvements [2]. We must continue to emphasize
the journal's rigorous refereeing procedures by inviting top
environmental scientists to contribute their expertise in the
peer-review process. We must ensure that regulatory and
editorial views are expressed as freely as possible of politi-
cal influence, and that there is a broad approach to envi-
ronmental sciences by soliciting articles, reviews, and re-
ports; be they from academic, research institutions, industry,
consulting laboratories, or from government agencies.
Lastly, we as environmental scientists have a responsibility
to identify the future environmental topic areas, which are
not being adequately researched or adequately supported
by either innovative investigators or funding [37–39]. Hence,
our recent series of editorials titled 'Environmental Science
– Quo vadis?'

I want to thank all my fellow colleagues who have helped to
establish ESPR, and who have contributed their ideas and
their time and efforts to ensuring its success. May the future
continue to be bright for this truly international and inter-
disciplinary journal.

The articles listed here reflect only a small section of the
thematic sope of ESPR. There are, for example, the im-
portant areas of biotests as well as of remediation, explo-
sives and wetlands, which are represented by many pa-
pers. It would exceed the scope of this editorial to com-
pletely cover the range of subject areas which build the
scientific base of ESPR.

References

[1] Hutzinger O (1994): Editorial by Otto Hutzinger, Editor-in-
Chief. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 1 (1): 3

[2] Young AL, Holder JV, Lammel G, Luthardt P, McCutcheorn
SC, Trapp S (2005): Editorial, ESPR – A Journal for Our Time.
ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 12 (2): 61

[3] Wania F (1999): On the Origin of Elevated Levels of Persistent
Chemicals in the Environment. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut
Res 6 (1): 11–19

[4] Lay JP (2002): Atmospheric diagnostics. ESPR – Environ Sci &
Pollut Res, Special Issue 9 (4): 1

[5] Veitel H, Kromer B, Mossner M, Platt U (2002): New Tech-
niques for Measurements of Atmospheric Vertical Trace Gas
Profiles Using DOAS. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res, Spe-
cial Issue 9 (4): 17–26

[6] Ballschmiter K, Hackenberg R, Jarman WM, Looser R (2002):
Man-made Chemicals Found in Remote Areas of the World:
The Experimental Definition for POPs. ESPR – Environ Sci &
Pollut Res 9 (4): 274–288

[7] Duarte-Davidson R, Clayton P, Coleman P, Davis BJ Halsall
CJ, Harding-Jones P, Pettit K, Woodfield MJ, Jones KC (1994):
Polychlorinated Dibenzo-p-dixons (PCDDs) and Furans
(PCDFs) in Urban Air and Deposition. ESPR – Environ Sci &
Pollut Res 1 (4): 262–270

[8] Fiedler H, Van den Berg M (1996): Polychlorinated Dibenzo-
p-dioxins, Polychlorinated Dibenzofurans and Related Com-
pounds: Update and Recent Developments. ESPR – Environ
Sci & Pollut Res 3 (3): 122–128

[9] Muller JF, Prange J, Gaus C, Moore MR, Papke O (2001): Poly-
chlorinated Dibenzodioxins and Dibenzofurans in Butter from
Different States in Australia. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res
8 (1): 7–10

[10] Jones PD, Newsted JL, Genningsen GH, Slocomb J, Giesy JP
(2005): Distribution of PCDDs and PCDFs in Soils Collected
from the Denver Front Range: Principal Components Analysis
of Diffuse Dioxin Sources. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 12
(4): 189–198

[11] Heijungs R (1995): Harmonization of Methods for Impact
Assessment. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 2 (4): 217–224

[12] Römbke J, Bauer C, Marschner A (1996): Hazard Assessment
of Chemicals in Soil: Proposed Ecotoxicological Test Strategy.
ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 3 (2): 78–82

[13] Koller G, Hungerbühler K, Fent K (2000): Data Ranges in
Aquatic Toxicity of Chemicals: Consequences for Environmental
Risk Analysis. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 7 (3): 135–143

[14] MacDonell M, Morgen K, Newland L (2002): Integrating In-
formation for Better Environmental Decisions. ESPR – Environ
Sci & Pollut Res 9 (6): 359–368

[15] Beck AJ, Jones KC (1995): Kinetic Constraints on the In-Situ
Remediation of Soils Contaminated with Organic Chemicals.
ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 2 (4): 244–252

[16] Cameron MD, Post ZD, Stahl JD, Haselbach J, Aust SD (2000):
Cellobiose Dehydrogenase-Dependent Biodegradation of
Polyacrylate Polymers by Phanerochaete chrysosporium. ESPR
– Environ Sci & Pollut Res 7 (3): 130–134

[17] Olson PE, Fletcher JS (2000): Ecological Recovery of Vegeta-
tion at a Former Industrial Sludge Basin and Its Implication to
Phytoremediation. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 7 (4):
195–204

[18] Schröder P, Harvey PJ, Schwitzguébel (2002): Prospects for the
Phytoremediation of Organic Pollutants in Europe. ESPR –
Environ Sci & Pollut Res 9 (1): 1–3

[19] Gaugitsch H, Gerhard S, Ines J, Helge T (1998): Risk Assess-
ment of Conventional Crop Plants in Analogy to Transgenic
Plants. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 5 (2): 89–93



Editorials Passing the Baton

ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 1212121212 (6) 2005 317

[20] Young AL (2000): Genetically Modified Crops: The Real Is-
sues Hindering Public Acceptance. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut
Res 7 (2): 67–70

[21] Koivisto RA, Tormakangas KM, Kauppinen VS (2002): Haz-
ard Identification and Risk Assessment Procedure for Geneti-
cally Modified Plants in the Field – GMHAZID. ESPR – Environ
Sci & Pollut Res 9 (2): 110–116

[22] Young AL (2003): Biotechnology for Food, Energy, and Indus-
trial Products: New Opportunities for Bio-based Products. ESPR
– Environ Sci & Pollut Res 10 (5): 273–276

[23] Gaugitsch H (2004): A Differentiated Assessment of the Fu-
ture of Biotechnology: A Perspective from a EU Member State.
ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 11 (3): 141–142

[24] Weistrand C, Koidu N, Nilsson A (1997): Occupational Expo-
sure: Organochlorine Compounds in Blood Plasma from Po-
tentially Exposed Workers. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 4
(1): 2–9

[25] Földes-Papp Z, Domij W, Wippel R, Schlagenhaufen C, Irgolic
KJ, Demel U, Dimai HP, Tilz GR (2003): Reconstructed Mass-
Spectrometric Pattern for Characterization of Carbon Com-
pounds in Smoker's Lung In-Situ. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut
Res 10 (6): 350–353

[26] Paton BE, Baryakhtar VG, Prister BS, Faybishenko BA (2003):
The Chernobyl Catastrophe in Ukraine: Causes of the Acci-
dent and Lessons Learned. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res,
Special Issue 10 (1): 3–12

[27] Young, AL (2004): TCDD Biomonitoring and Exposure to
Agent Orange: Still the Gold Standard. ESPR – Environ Sci &
Pollut Res 11 (3): 143–146

[28] Young AL, Giesy JP, Jones PD, Newton M (2004): Environ-
mental Fate and Bioavailability of Agent Orange and Its Asso-
ciated Dioxin During the Vietnam War. ESPR – Environ Sci &
Pollut Res 11 (6): 359–370

[29] Ahmed MT (2005): Sustainable Chemistry: A New Challenge
for Developing Countries – Egypt. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut
Res 12 (2): 114

[30] Charkhabi AH, Sakizadeh M, Rafiee G (2005): Seasonal Fluc-
tuation in Heavy Metal Pollution in Iran's Siahroud River: A
Preliminary Report. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 12 (5):
264–270

[31] Nilson SA Jr., Costa M, Akagi H (2001): Total and Methylmer-
cury Levels of a Coastal Human Population and of Fish from
the Brazilian Northeast. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 8
(4): 280–284

[32] Holder J (2005): What is the EuCheMs, Division of Chemistry
and the Environment. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 12 (3):
180–183

[33] Karch NJ (2004): Conference Report – DIOXIN 2004. ESPR –
Environ Sci & Pollut Res 11 (6): 415

[34] Xiaozhang Y, Trapp S, Zhou P (2005): Phytotoxicity of Cya-
nide to Weeping Willow Trees. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut
Res 12 (2): 109–113

[35] Shen G, Cao L, Lu Y, Hong J (2005): Influence of Phenan-
threne on Cadmium to Soil Enzymes and Microbial Growth.
ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 12 (2): 259–263

[36] Wang D, Hao Y, Wang K, Zhao Q, Chen D, Wei Z, Zhang X
(2005): Aquatic Resource Concervation. The First Yantsze
Finless Porpoise Successfully Born in Captivity. ESPR – Environ
Sci & Pollut Res 12 (5): 247–250

[37] Wangersky PJ (2005): Environmental Science – Quo vadis? Part
1. Where do we go from here? ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut
Res 12 (4): 185–186

[38] Scheringer M (2005): Environmental Science – Quo vadis? Part
2. Challenges for Environmental Science. ESPR – Environ Sci
& Pollut Res 12 (4): 186–187

[39] Steinberg CEW, Ade M (2005): Ecotoxicology: Where do you
come from and Where do you go? ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut
Res 12 (5): 245–246

[1] Hutzinger O (1994): Editorial by Otto Hutzinger, Editor-in-Chief. ESPR – Environ Sci & Pollut Res 1 (1): 3

Through a global network of regional editors represent-
ing a variety of disciplines, we will assure up-to-date in-
formation and reports from all relevant fields. Although
the journal is open to discussing any type of environmen-
tal problem, emphasis will be on issues related to chemi-
cal pollutants. Topics such as chemical analysis, environ-
mental fate, toxicology and health issues, ecotoxicology,
technological aspects, risk evaluation and regulatory as-
pects will be featured.

We believe the time to be right for this publication. I like
to thank all colleagues who have helped this concept to
evolve and have contributed their ideas.

Otto Hutzinger, Ph.D.
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Rapid advances in industrialization and technology dur-
ing the last decades, together with changes in agricultural
practices, have brought not only advantages for many ar-
eas of human endeavour, but have also created potentially
devastating problems for our environment and health.
Depletion of stratospheric ozone, acid rain, toxic chemi-
cals, waste issues, and global warming are just some of the
problems we now recognize.

Pollutants and other environmental problems do not stop
at political borders. Without exaggeration it can be stated
that no activity affecting the environment in one country is
insignificant for another. Even in the age of intensified
travel, telecommunication and computers, information
exchange on environmental issues between different po-
litical entities and geographical areas is woefully lacking.
Such exchange, however, is imperative to detect, under-
stand and measure problems, and, eventually, evaluate,
regulate, change and control them.

Our new publication is conceived as a scientific journal.
It is being launched as medium of communication and
information with both a truly international and interdis-
ciplinary outlook.


