


The Environmental Impact of a New Gulf War

Editorial

marine environment. For the latter, a trust fund was estab-
lished at the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
from contributions provided by nations, non-profit organiza-
tions, and individuals [7]. The results of the many studies sup-
ported by this fund were reported in 2002 in a topical issue on
'Tmpact of Environmental Pollution on Development in the
Gulf Region' in the journal Technology [9]. In addressing the
conference held on the topic, the Chairman, Mohammad A.
Al-Sarawi [5] made the following points:

1. The task of cleaning up the environmental abuses that
occurred during the Gulf War, and rehabilitating the natu-
ral resources subject to damage was enormous and costly;

2. Meeting the environmental catastrophe required the re-
organization of the administrative, organizational, and
legal structure of Kuwait's environmental organizations,
leading to the establishment in 1995 of the Environmen-
tal Public Authority; and,

3. Any efforts aimed at fighting environmental pollution
and its impact on the Gulf Region cannot be fruitful with-
out cooperation and contact with scientists from Arab
countries and other parts of the world.

What steps did Iraq take to address the impacts of the war
following the cease-fire that was announced on 28 February
19912 Allied air raids had destroyed roads, bridges, facto-
ries, and oil industry facilities, and disrupted electric, tel-
ephone, and water services. Diseases spread through con-
taminated drinking water because water purification and
sewage treatment facilities could not operate without elec-
tricity [2]. Dr. Muna Al Jubury, University of Baghdad, re-
ported [10] from the point of view of the Iraqi Government,
that: "the U.S. led aggression caused severe damage to the
environmental quality and the infrastructure for environ-
mental protection and improvement." Moreover, he further
noted: "The damage was not stopped but it was continued
due to the effect of the unjust UN sanctions imposed on Iraq
preventing efforts to overcome the deterioration in the quality
of the environment caused by the aggression." In his article,
Jubury [10] described the deterioration in water and sanita-
tion systems, impacts on agriculture and desertification, the
lack of environmental monitoring programs, and concluded
with health studies of the impact of the War. He made no
mention that it was Iraqi aggression into Kuwait that led to
the War, nor did he mention the Iraqi leadership's failure to
invest funds in addressing or correcting the problems de-
scribed. He did not comment on the fact that the govern-
ment of Iraq in 1991 declined the United Nations proposed
measures to enable Iraq to sell limited quantities of oil to
meet its people's needs [11]. It 19935, under United Nations
Resolution 986, the 'Oil-for Food Programme' was estab-
lished and has provided food and medical supplies for 60%
of the people of Iraq, and industrial supplies and equipment
for the rebuilding of the infrastructure [11].

As I wrote this editorial, the television, radio, and print media
were providing hourly and daily updates of the on-going war in
Iraq. We could hear and see the damage of war and the des-
peration of the Iraqi people in Southern Iraq seeking clean wa-
ter and food. We could hear about and see the oil fires deliber-
ately set by the Iraqgi military, and we could sense the suspense
about whether the Al Qadisiyah, the Dokam, or Darbandi Khan
Dams would be destroyed to stop the Coalition Troops from
invading Baghdad. Lastly, we heard stories that Iraqi leadership
would likely issue orders to use chemical and biological weap-
ons in a last ditch effort to stop the Coalition Forces.

I do not know the final outcome of this war, but the nation of
Iraq will have been subjected to significant environmental and
infrastructure degradation. When the military action is com-
pleted, the international community must undertake the task of
addressing the health and environmental crisis that will remain.
As with the first Gulf War, the international community, whether
under the leadership of the United Nations or a coalition of
nations, including the Arab Nations, must invest in the envi-
ronmental cleanup, including the rebuilding of water and sani-
tation infrastructure, the oil industry infrastructure, and health
and educational institutions. Perhaps some day we will see
mankind wisely using science and technology and international
diplomacy as the best instruments for nation building and pro-
tecting the fragile ecosystems of planet earth. Such actions will
serve to significantly enhance global harmony!
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persistent pollution of the environment.

Announcing an article in the ESPR-November edition [ESPR 10 (6) 2003]:
Military Use of Depleted Uranium: Expected effects for life and environment in Iraq

Depleted Uranium (DU) is a by-product of the manufacture of nuclear fuel and atomic bombs. Since the first Gulf war in 1991, DU has been employed
for the hardening of ammunition and military vehicles. DU is pyrophoric, radio and chemotoxic. DU-containing aerosols spread over wide areas causing
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