











Editorials

The Era Otto Hutzinger

for the journal Chemosphere, for which he served during many
years as Editor-in-Chief and Editor for Chemistry and Bio-
chemistry. In fact, in the environmental research community,
Otto Hutzinger was considered to be 'Mister Chemospbhere'.

As is the usual procedure today, I have looked up Prof.
Hutzingers record in the Science Citation Index. His very

impressive record shows more than 270 scientific publica-
tions and an h-index of 41. Four out of five of his best-cited
papers were in Chemosphere. However, his number three
ranking article was a Science paper in 1974 on the meta-
bolic behaviour of pure PCB isomers. Considering his cita-
tion profile, it is no wonder that he is also included in the
very reputable Highly Cited Researcher list. I had one spe-

cial encounter with Otto Hutzinger, which shows very nicely
that he was not a dry researcher but rather always cared about
personal relations to his scientific colleagues. In the early 1990’
it was announced that he would resign from his professor chair
at University of Bayreuth. Together with several German col-
leagues I was among the short-listed candidates, who were
invited to deliver test lectures at the University of Bayreuth.
However, the real highlight of this exhibition event (called
'Schaulaufen', in the German language) was none of the lec-
tures delivered by the potential successors, but rather the
dinner party at the Hutzinger family home.

| congratulate Otto on his 75t anniversary and | wish him all the
best for the future.

Laudation Bernd Markert

Bernd Markert

Internationales Hochschulinstitut, Lehrstuhl fir Umweltverfahrenstechnik, 02763 Zittau, Germany.
At present: Fliederweg 17, 49733 Haren/Erika, Germany (markert@schlundmail.de)

.... Intuition, motivation and success in science should fi-
nally be related to one another. Otto Hutzinger 'pressed' me
several times during the 80ies and 90ies to present my scien-
tific results during his Ecolnforma Conferences in Bayreuth.
Here, he gave me the chance to present my findings, in form
of posters and lectures, and, for me, opened the chance of
coming in contact with high ranking scientists from all over
the world. He taught me, in his typical way, to think inter-
nationally and in an interdisciplinary manner. After all meet-
ings, he opened me the possibility of publishing my results

in UWSF and later on in ESPR, so that

I had found a forum for communica-

tion and scientific exchange worldwide.

Today, I am proud to be active on the

editorial board of both journals and to

be helpful in the growth in quality and

quantity of it ....

Dear Prof. Hutzinger, here you can clearly reflect, how positively
you influenced my scientific career. Please hold the line and sup-
port me and my colleagues further on in this way....

Laudation Gerhard Lammel

Gerhard Lammel

Masaryk Univ., Res Centre Environ Chem Ecotox (RECETOX), Kamenice 3,

62500 Brno, Czech Republic (lammel@recetox.muni.cz)

I met Otto Hutzinger in 1984 as a student searching for a
challenging PhD study in the environmental sciences. Among
the professors to whom this student had sent out written ap-
plications he stood out as the one returning the most friendly
answer. Professor Hutzinger invited me to Bayreuth, took a
considerable portion of his time, showed me around in the
laboratories and came back to me offering a study in aquatic
chemistry linked to an interesting scientific question.

In those years his name stood quite lonely for the obviously
appropriate approach: Put the substance into the centre and
follow its interactions within and across environmental media.
He was, at least in Europe, the founder of substance-based en-
vironmental sciences and more convincing and more successful
than others. Next time we met was in 1990, when the working
group he had founded was turned into the new Environmental
Chemistry and Ecotoxicology Section of the German Chemical
Society (GDCh). Otto Hutzinger became the first chair. The
position paper (as of 1989) marking this foundation made the
key statement that the new disciplines of environmental chem-
istry and ecotoxicology had developed to autonomy to a de-
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gree, such that the scientists needed to cre-
ate an autonomous forum for discussion.

Otto Hutzinger pursued the vision of uni-

fied environmental sciences to emerge

from the medium-based sub-communities.

— by networking and initiating cooperation, e.g. by even
organising a World Conference on Remote Sensing in
Bayreuth (in 1984). Essential and highly visible instruments
for the establishment of a substance-based environmental
chemistry initiated by him are the Handbook of Environmen-
tal Chemistry (edited since 1980) and the interdisciplinary jour-
nals UWSF (founded in 1989) and ESPR (1994). No wonder
that within only a few years UWSF was established as the
main German-speaking forum for the substance-based envi-
ronmental sciences. Obviously, the environmental sciences ben-
efited tremendously and with long-term impact from Otto
Hutzinger's initiatives and networking. Much progressed ever
since, but environmental chemistry is still hard to find on some
mental maps nowadays. Therefore, his vision still provides
the mission for today and probably also for the years to come.
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Laudation John Giesy

In 1979, when I moved from the University of Georgia to
Michigan State University (MSU) as a young Associate
Professor, I asked my Director, Fumio Matsumura, what
would be suitable research topics for a new Associate. He
told me that there were reproductive failures and embryo
deformities in fish and birds of the North American Great
Lakes, and the cause was unknown. So I selected this as
my first research topic. Little did I know that this would
lead to a career during which I would have interactions
with wonderful students and post docs and travels to in-
teresting places and meetings with interesting and kind
individuals and making friends all over the world. Otto
Hutzinger was one of the most interesting and certainly
one of the most influential on my life. He became my men-
tor and one of my closest friends.

While I had known Otto since the late 1970s, when he
was still a professor in Amsterdam and visited and lec-
tured in his laboratory, it was not until 1984 when he
changed my life forever. While at a meeting organized by
MSU to which we had invited Otto to speak he pulled me
aside and said, "We need to talk". He showed me a pic-
ture of a castle and said, "This is my new institute. I have
a vision of combining environmental chemistry and eco-
toxicology. I am a chemist and I need a good ecotoxicolo-
gist and have selected you."

He invited me to come as a visiting professor to the Univer-
sity of Bayreuth where he had just taken up a Chair profes-
sorship. I applied for and received a 'Stipendium' from the

Fig. 1: Otto and Freda at DIOXIN 2004 in Berlin, Germany
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German Fulbright Commission. So in 1987 and 1988, 1
lived and studied in Bayreuth. This was an event that would
change my life. I learned high resolution GC-MS, and
through daily meetings with Otto and many trips to meet-
ings, I learned the best of all, namely the 'art' of being a
research scientist. Otto is one of the most insightful and
creative minds that I have had the pleasure to know. We
went on to develop analytical techniques and applied them
to the Great Lakes issue and ultimately determined the cause
of the deformities in fish and birds, for which I was recog-
nized with Founder's Award from the Society of Environ-
mental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC), a distinction I
share with you, Otto, since you have also received the high-
est award given by SETAC.

But furthermore, from that vision that Otto had of combin-
ing environmental chemistry and toxicology, I have fash-
ioned a career in which we almost always combine these two
disciplines. In fact, we have developed what we call 'bio-ana-
lytical techniques' and effectively combined these with instru-
mental techniques to answer questions and solve problems.
These techniques along with the type of insight that I learned
during discussions with Otto, led our group to discover
perfluorinated chemicals in the environment, work out their
mechanisms of toxic action, develop quantitative predictive
relationships, and subsequently suggest much safer alterna-
tives. So I would say, while his scientific discoveries have been
monumental and changed not only science, but society, Otto's
greatest contribution has been his great attention to the many
students and post docs and visiting scientists like myself. While
Otto would never take any credit for it, saying "I didn't do
anything", this cadre of people he has trained and influenced
have truly changed the world. This is a legacy of which Otto
can be proud, and we can all aspire.

One day in 1987, Otto came to me and said that he was
starting a number of new initiatives and that he needed some-
one to take over as editor for 'Chemosphere' and that he
had been thinking that might be something I could do for
him. Eager to assist him in any way, l immediately said YES,
even though I had no idea what it meant. Well, T have grown
with the journal these last 20 years and it has been a labor
of love to nurture the journal which now has a number of
sections into one of the premier environmental journals in
the world. Yet another opportunity made.

It is indeed a strange world. All of us who know Otto and
Freda (Fig. 1) well, know that they do not like the cold.
Once Otto and Freda visited me and my wife Sue in Michi-
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gan in the fall. It was not particularly cold, but Otto appro-
priated one of my knit caps and wore it inside and out the
entire visit, complaining bitterly about the cold.

Now I am the Canada Research Chair in Environmental
Toxicology at the University of Saskatchewan, where Otto
began his career many years ago. When I told him that I had
been offered this position and sought his advice on whether
I should go, his response was, "what are you nuts? It is too
damned cold there!" So I think this was the only advise from
Otto that I have not taken. I accepted the position, but as I
write this, I am sitting in Hong Kong, where I spend the
winters, so I guess I did listen, Otto.

I am at a loss for words on the occasion of your 75t birth-
day to tell you how much I appreciate you for all of the
wonderful things you have done for me and given to me.
You gave freely off your time, resources, and ideas, never
once asking for anything in return. You once told me that
your job was "to make opportunities and that mine was to
make the most of them". Otto you held up your end of the
bargain, and I can only hope that you feel that in some way
that I have honored you by my commitment to make the
most of these opportunities made.

I remember with fondness the many places that I learned
from you and thereby enjoyed your company: mountain walks
and talks, Dioxin meetings, the beer garden in Rudendorf;
writing proposals late at night; discussions about research
projects over strong coffee at the Jean-Paul-Strafse in Bayreuth
and ideas that poured from you like a torrent, so fast I could
hardly write them down; lunches at the Argentinean Steak
House, the Wasser Schloss Mittwitz, 'business trips', hand-
written notes beginning in English and ending in German,
crazy lab parties, and outings to the Frankische Schweiz and
Fichtelgebirge, flights from the Bayreuth 'Flughafen', dinner
at your home, last minute details organizing Dioxin meet-
ings, the night that you sent a car all the way to Nurnberg
when you learned that my train would be delayed and I re-
fused to get in. I remember flying to Germany to surprise you
at your retirement and then back to Michigan for my
daughter's high school graduation and then back to Ger-
many all within one week. I remember the love you and
Freda share, which is an inspiration to me and Sue to this
day. It all seems so long ago, but as I write this, it seems like
just an Augenblick. Some days, I wish I could turn back time
for all of us to be back in the Lebrstubl, but I cannot turn
back time. What I can do is remember the respect, esteem,
and love everyone from the 'Hutzinger lab' holds for you.

I know I speak for all of us, whose lives you have touched,
we have always used you as a role model and aspired to be
like you in many ways. You were like a father to us, and we
cannot repay you for all you have done for us, but you never
expected that. Life is good and we are glad that you came
into ours and made us better people for it.

Otto, from all of us who have studied and learned with you
and benefitted from your intellect, kindness and friendship,

accept our warm wishes as you celebrate your 75t birthday
and enjoy life with Freda back in Bad Ischl in your beloved
Oberosterreich.
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