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Fields of Interest and Research:

e Environmental exposure assessment methodology

e Photo degradation of semi volatile organic chemicals
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organic chemicals
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Where | plan to take responsibilities in ESPR Subject Areas
4.2 and 4.3

As a retired civil servant of the German Environmental Protection
Agency, | can bring in my knowledge in capacity building and train-
ing activities on chemicals risk evaluation and management.

The challenges | have identified for Areas 4.2 and 4.3

Agenda 21 (1992, Rio de Janeiro, Earth Summit) describes in Chap-

ter 19 'Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous Chemi-

cals' six programme areas:

* Expanding and accelerating international assessment of chemi-

cal risks

Harmonization of classification and labelling of chemicals

Information exchange on toxic chemicals and chemical risks

Establishment of risk reduction programmes

Strengthening of national capabilities and capacities for man-

agement of chemicals

* Prevention of illegal international traffic in toxic and dangerous
products

Env Sci Pollut Res 14 (6) 357 — 358 (2007)

The United Nations issued, since the Earth Summit, several le-
gally binding Conventions and international Agreements on
different aspects of chemicals management, among others:

¢ Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Move-
ments of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (entry into
force 1992), http://www.basel.int (June 2007)

e Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling and use of Chemical Weapons and on their
Destruction (entry into force 1997), http://www.opcw.org
(June 2007)

e Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC)
Procedure on Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides
in international Trade (entry into force 2004), http://www.
pic.int (June 2007)

e Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs) (entry into force 2004), http://www.pops.int (June
2007)

e UN ECE Aarhus Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs) (entry into force 2003), http://www.unece.org/env/
Irtap/pops_h1.htm (June 2007)

¢ Globally Harmonized System for Classification and Label-
ling of Chemicals (GHS), http://www.unece.org/trans/dan-
ger/publi/ghs/ghs_welcome_e.html (June 2007)

Many developing countries have started to implement these Con-
ventions and Agreements and achieved considerable progress in
institution and capacity building concerning chemicals man-
agement. This was achieved — among others — by the pro-
grammes and pilot projects of the Nations Institute for Training
and Research (UNITAR): Section 'Chemicals, Waste and Envi-
ronmental Governance', http://www.unitar.org/cwg/index.html
(June 2007). The achievements of UNITAR and other interna-
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tional organisations as well as those of co-operating develop-
ing countries in chemicals' management strategies should re-
ceive more reflection in this Journal that so clearly expressed
its interest to Subject Area 4 'Environmental Education, Sci-
ence Communication, Science & Policy, Health Issues'.
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Short description. This compilation on the degradation of 1,100 commercially important chemical products is the first publica-
tion to make this knowledge publicly accessible in one book. The data and annotations have been painstakingly assembled over
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data tables of degradation rates. A key resource for manufacturers and regulators of such substances.
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